Neurovascular free flaps. A preliminary report.
An experimental, anatomical, and clinical study has confirmed the feasibility of free neurovascular flaps. The interrelationship between the cutaneous vascular and neural supply has been defined and demonstrated electrophysiologically, both in man and in experimental animals. A potential donor site in man has been explored. Free neurovascular flap transfers by microneurovascular anastomoses are technically feasible. Clinical success will occur with the identification of suitable donor sites.